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Protected and unprotected free speech
Freedom of expression, popularly known as freedom of speech, is one of the human rights protected under article 10 of the United States’ constitution. This is a person's right to seek, receive, and disseminate information or ideas by any means of communication. Sometimes, the freedom of speech applies to even those ideas that can be offensive. Freedom of speech is important to the people of the United States. A recent survey showed that 86% of the population understands the freedom of speech and enjoys it. This law applies to the words spoken by the mouth and entails all written materials, movies and television shows, online posts, theatre, art, video games, clothing, and political yard signs. Every citizen is allowed to use these forms of speech, and the law protects them in the constitution under article 10 (Graber 2020). 
There are cases where freedom of speech is unprotected by law. Unprotected speech means the speech is subjected to regulations, and actions can be taken against individuals violating such regulations. This kind of speech can be classified into but not limited to defamation, fraudulent misrepresentation, fighting words, and obscenity. Also, any expression of illegal activity and child pornography are classified as unprotected speech. The freedom of speech, therefore, cannot be recognized as absolute due to these limitations. Although freedom of speech and expression is a fundamental right, it has limits which an individual cannot go beyond. 
The first amendment's protection allowed the freedom of speech but included limits to regulate the use of speech. This has been sharpened over the decades to include fine categories that are not protected. One of the limits of speech is true threats and intimidation. This is a situation where the speaker uses words intended to commit unlawful action (Carr 2020). Take, for example, a bomb threat. The authorities take such communication as a threat and thus limit the freedom of speech. This changes from protected speech to unprotected speech, not allowing an individual to use such information. Incitement is another limit of speech. Any speech aimed at inciting violence or lawless action is not protected under the freedom of speech. Under such conditions, a speech becomes unprotected if there is evidence that such speech was being used to advance lawlessness. 
Harassment and unlawful conduct are other limits of speech. Harassment involves unwelcome behavior, discrimination based on race or gender, or so severe that the victim is denied the right to access the same resources. Once the speech is used to advance these cases, it becomes unprotected, and thus measures can be taken against the perpetrator. On the other hand, unlawful conduct involves unprotected conduct that includes the destruction of property, vandalism, and disruption. Although you can disagree with everything that is said, using language destroys vandalism property, and freedom becomes unprotected (Carr 2020).
Freedom of speech gives people the freedom of expression of all government facilities, courts, and the police. People can express their views and ideas. Also, it is has been used in schools against harmful decisions. Students can thus use this freedom to express their views as well as protest against unlawful actions. Limits of speech have been used to prevent harm to other people as well as protect property. In an event where language is used to incite others, freedom of speech is unprotected, and thus the individual is responsible for their actions. Also, unprotected freedom of speech has been used to prevent children's exposure to illegal activities such as pornography and abuse of children. Although all people are allowed to enjoy the freedom of speech, it is withdrawn when this freedom is misused. Also, when it is used to cause harm or destroy property, it is unprotected. 
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